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Symposium proposal - abstract 
 

The value of higher education: is there a philosophy of higher education? 

 

There has been much debate recently about the aims of higher education (for example, in 
response to the Leitch (2006) review of skills); but it is less clear whether the views propounded 
are underpinned by a robust and coherent philosophy of higher education.  This symposium will 
seek to explore what this philosophy is, and what it should be. 

 

Suggested symposium panellists include: 

• Professor Michael Luntley (Philosophy, Warwick) (has expressed an interest in participating) 
on concepts of expertise and the role of HE as knowledge creation  

• Professor Richard Smith (Education, Durham) (tbc), perhaps based on his (2003) ‘Thinking 
with each other: the peculiar practice of the university’  

• Professor Gordon Graham (Philosophy, Aberdeen) (tba), perhaps based on his (2005) The 
Institution of Intellectual Virtues 

(Professor John Haldane (Philosophy, St Andrews) is interested but unavailable.) 

 

This symposium would be supported by the Subject Centre for Philosophical and Religious 
Studies (http://prs.heacademy.ac.uk); if appropriate, with a view to developing this theme further 
- in collaboration with the PESGB - via a free-standing conference in 2009/10. 
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